


Doing the Activity:
1) After the glow-in-the-dark fabric paint on the transparency has completely dried for at least 45 minutes and been 
under strong light for at least 10 minutes, you are ready to take the transparency outside to find Orion.

2) During March 16 - 28, 2009, between 8:00 pm and 10:00 pm (local time), the easiest way to find Orion in the 
night sky is to go outside and look in the southwest sky, if you are in the northern hemisphere, or the northwestern 
sky, if you are in the southern hemisphere. If you live on or near the equator, Orion will be visible in the western 
sky. You are looking for three bright stars close together in an almost-straight line. These three stars represent Orion’s 
belt. The two bright stars to the north are his shoulders and the two to the south are his knees or feet.

3) The Orion Finder Charts from the GLOBE at Night Web site will also help locate the general area in which to find 
Orion. (http://www.globe.gov/GaN/observe_finder.html)

4) When you have found the general area, hold up the transparency with the constellation pattern on it at arm’s 
length. Match the pattern you have drawn with the stars in the constellation Orion.  You may have to tilt or turn the 
transparency to align the pattern correctly with the stars.

5) The constellation pattern has been drawn so the stars in the constellation will be visible within the circles drawn 
on the transparency itself, allowing the constellation pattern to be recognizable to even the most novice night-sky 
observers. 

6) The transparency with the glow-in-the-dark constellation pattern should glow for approximately 5 minutes. Be 
sure to take a flashlight with you so that you can “recharge” the transparency for continuous use. However, be care-
ful not to loose your eyes’ adaptation to the dark sky.

Credits:
This activity was created by Natasha Kopsie and Connie Walker at the National Optical Astronomy Observatory 
(NOAO) for the GLOBE at Night program. NOAO is operated by the Association of Universities for Research in 
Astronomy Inc. (AURA), under a cooperative agreement with the National Science Foundation.

GLOBE at Night is a collaboration between The GLOBE Program; the National Optical Astronomy Observatory 
(NOAO); the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA), Centro de Apoyo a la Didactica de la Astronomia (CADIAS), 
and Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. (ESRI).
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Orion,
The Great Hunter
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